God’s
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The MINISTERIAL
EXCELLENCE Fund
CLERGY SUPPORT PROGRAM

“The fund was a lifesaver. It helped support us
when a health crisis hit and my wife’s income
came to a crashing stop. We probably couldn’t
have made it if we hadn’t had that grant.”
-The Rev. Stephen Fales (Retired)

Filling Our Lives with

GOD’S ABUNDANCE
We feel it when we worship, and in times
of profound need. We feel it in our darkest
moments, and when hope abounds.
Our priests help us to see God’s abundant love in the midst
of our lives. But imagine everything else they are called to
do. Weddings, funerals, confirmation classes, meetings,
budgeting, meditations, sermons, building repairs,
fundraising, hospital visits, study, and so much more.
They are always on call — day and night.

GIVING THEIR ALL
Our priests live extraordinary lives freely giving their all.
Yet they and their families face daily pressures and
challenges just like the rest of us. Health emergencies,
student loan debt, car repairs, family elder care and depleted
savings accounts to name just a few. We know how heavy
financial burdens can feel in our own lives. But when our
parish priests have financial burdens, we often fail to see the
toll it takes because they don’t ask for help.

WHY SHOULD WE CARE?
When our clergy struggle, we all suffer. Research studies
conducted by Lilly Endowment Inc., and others, show a
direct relationship between the personal financial health of a
parish priest and the overall vitality of his or her congregation.
If a priest struggles with debilitating financial stress,
ministerial excellence, leadership and innovation can be
compromised in the congregation. Scarcity and fear abound.
THE MINISTERIAL EXCELLENCE FUND (MEF) supports
the financial wellness of stipendiary clergy and their families
in the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis through grants and
financial literacy education.

“God is asking us to live with our hands unclenched
and wide open. It’s easy to live at the edges of our
means and I think that’s where God wants to meet us.”
-The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows

Recognizing the unique relationship between priests and
their congregations, the MEF grant-making process is
intentionally designed to be a catalyst for authentic and
informed conversations regarding the unspoken financial
challenges and sacrifices of ministry. The application process
for a Ministerial Excellence Fund grant is designed to be
a learning experience. To this end, most applicants are
asked to meet with a certified financial advisor to prepare a
household budget to build long-term financial health.

THE MINISTERIAL EXCELLENCE FUND PROVIDES
THESE GRANTS FOR STIPENDIARY CLERGY.
Emergency grants
Financial relief grants to sustain priestly ministry
Seminary student loan assistance
Seminary scholarships

FROM SCARCITY TO
ABUNDANCE
Clergy experiencing financial challenges and stress
are strongly encouraged to apply for a grant at www.
pathwaystovitality.org/MEF Grants.
Step #1 Complete the Ministerial
Excellence Fund Application
Step #2 Complete the Budget Worksheet
Step #3 Submit these forms to the Pathways
to Vitality Program Director
Step #4 Meet with the diocesan financial advisor
For more information, contact The Rev. John Gedrick,
Resource Development Officer, at gedrick@indydio.org or
Melissa Hickman, Pathways to Vitality Program Director,
melissa.e.hickman@gmail.com.

1100 WEST 42ND STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46208
(317) 926-5454

The MINISTERIAL
EXCELLENCE Fund
WAS CREATED WITH A GENEROUS GIFT
FROM LILLY ENDOWMENT INC.
To ensure the fund continues to serve our clergy and
congregations well into the future, the Diocese of
Indianapolis seeks to raise $250,000 in additional
matching funds. The diocese has made
a lead gift of $50,000 to reach this goal.
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